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MR DETLEFSEN  Yes, |I'm Robert Detlefsen
and I'ma Senior Research Fellow at the Conpetitive
Enterprise Institute, a nonprofit, public policy
research organi zati on based here in Washi ngt on

Madame Chai rman, in your opening statement
at this Commssion's first nmeeting | ast June, you
rem nded your fellow Comm ssioners and the public that
the Conmission's job is to focus narrowWy on the
econom ¢ and soci ol ogi cal effects of |egalized
ganbling. As for the noral issues raised by ganbling,
you expressed your hope that the religious comunity
woul d begin a di al ogue on that subject.

Congress was correct, of course, to limt
the scope of this Commission's inquiry to enpirica
guestions, but as it attenpts to foll ow that mandate,
this Conm ssion runs the risk of overenphasi zing those
aspects of ganbling that readily I end thenselves to
the quantitative research nmethodol ogi es favored by
nodern soci al scientists.

I ndeed, that tendency is already reflected
in the Research Subconmttee's proposed study

guestions that were distributed at yesterday's
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session. The questions are overwhel mi ngly concerned
wi th such things as "the neasurable costs of problem
ganbling,"” the "quantifiable costs and benefits of
ganbling,"” and the "effect of ganbling establishnents
on | evels of enploynment and unenpl oynment in a

geogr aphi c region."

Such topics donminate the subcommittee's
proposed research agenda not just because they are
i mportant, for there is no denying that they are, but
al so because we are conditioned by nodern socia
sci ence to ignore phenonena that do not |end
t hensel ves to counting and measuri ng.

Unfortunately, this bias may cause us to
overl ook the inportance in human affairs of such
things |ike individual freedom and persona
responsibility because it is difficult to quantify the
val ue that human beings derive frombeing free to
behave in accordance with their own singular tastes
and val ues.

Nevert hel ess, Madane Chairman, | woul d
respectfully urge you and your fell ow Comm ssioners to

bear in mnd that ours is a country that is admred
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around the world for its enbrace of personal freedom
and individual rights, and to recogni ze that these

qui ntessentially American values are threatened in the
current debate over |egalized ganbling.

The National Ganbling |Inpact Study
Conmi ssi on should begin fromthe premse that in a
free society the government bears a heavy burden to
justify restrictions on personal behavior. This is
especially so with respect to activities that nost
citizens regard as benign and unobjectionable. Far
from being an aberrant form of behavior, |egalized
ganbling is a popul ar pastinme that is enjoyed by
mllions of Americans. Last year 32 percent of
Ameri can househol ds visited a casino and 69 percent of
adults reported playing the lottery.

Whet her certain business interests m ght
be di sadvant aged by the advent of casinos, whether
state and | ocal governnents profit sufficiently from
conmerci al ganbling enterprises, and whether sone
peopl e exercise their freedomto ganble in ways that
many of us would regard as unwi se or irresponsible are

all matters that deserve the careful scrutiny of this
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Conmi ssi on.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: M. Detlefsen, | have
to ask you to stop at that point and woul d suggest
that the remai nder of your comments will be entered
into the record and nade available to all of the
Conmi ssi oners.

MR, DETLEFSEN: Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON JAMES: And thank you for
bei ng here.

MR DETLEFSEN: Thank you, Madane
Chai r man.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you.

Felicia G ondin.

M5. CRONDIN: CGood afternoon, |adies and
gentlemen. My nane is Felicia Gondin, and |I'm
| egislative liaison for the New Jersey Casino Control
Conmi ssi on.

I would also like to recognize
Conmi ssi oner Leanne Brown, who is here with us today,
who's a nenber of the New Jersey Casino Contro
Conmmi ssion and also a former State Senator

I want to thank Chairperson Kay James and
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